Hitchman Newsletter 
Wow, it is the beginning of November and it is hard to believe. Time seems to be going by at an incredible speed.  For the last month we have felt as though we have been on a roller coaster, our emotions have been all over the place as we have dealt with the challenges that have come our way. 
If you would prefer to just read the headlines please go to the end of the letter and read the praise report and prayer requests. 
The Language
HUNGARIAN IS DIFFICULT - IT'S OFFICIAL!!! 
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After being here a few months and struggling somewhat with the language we decided to ask the internet a question "What is the most difficult language to learn".  We expected the answer to be Chinese or a language that did not have European letters. This is what we found. 

"There is no single answer to this question; it depends on so many factors. However, the British Foreign Office has looked at the languages that diplomats and other embassy staff have to learn and has worked out which they find the most difficult to learn. The second hardest is Japanese, which probably comes as no surprise to many, but the language that they have found to be the most difficult to learn is Hungarian, which has 35 cases (forms of a nouns according to whether it is subject, object, etc). This does not mean that Hungarian is the hardest language to learn for everybody, but it causes British diplomatic staff, who are used to learning languages, the most difficulty." 

As you know Roy and Elaine have been taking language lessons but we have made the decision that the children should have language lessons too. They are doing well at school but the language is difficult, they will start Hungarian lessons next week. Please pray for us all as we continue to try and learn. 


Exciting Opportunities 

As you know our role as European Directors of 2=1 means that while we are based in Hungary our ministry is to all of Europe. We thought it would be a good idea to highlight in our news letters one nation every month and what is happening there. That way you will be able to get an insight into what we do and can pray effectively for our work. 
Just over the last two days an exciting opportunity has opened up within Croatia. Often the effect of this ministry spreads by word of mouth and God opens up opportunities for ministry. Please pray for us as we liaise with our contacts in Croatia and plan a leadership training weekend for the couples who have expressed an urgent need for training. 

Technological Challenges 

The biggest technical challenge is adapting the 2=1 website to host pages for every country the ministry is in, this is in addition to the language sites. Please pray that God gives Roy speed and ability to get the jobs done quickly. 

Lainey's Laptop 

If you remember Lainey's laptop was in for repair. The news isn't good, it is officially ‘dead' and needs to be replaced. Please pray that we find a computer with high enough specifications to handle the graphics she needs to work on without the price being inflated. 
The children 

The children have many challenges the language being the main one.  Please continue to pray for them as they adjust to a new way of life, new culture and new friends.  They are great kids but we can tell that they are under a lot of stress. 

It is great that they have their bikes and can get out and explore. The only danger is that they might come home with one of the many stray dogs that roam the area. 

Finances   
We haven't really talked much about our finances or how we are supported. A few people have asked us recently regarding this so we thought we should take the opportunity to explain. 
Our support comes from people who have decided to partner with us to work with marriage and families. We cannot express our gratitude enough to those who have walked along side us in this way. However we are still far from our support goal. The weakness of the US dollar in Europe has hit us especially hard. Additionally the cost of living here is much higher than we expected. 

We have been praying that our home in Ireland will sell quickly so that much needed finances would be released. God has however been teaching us a lesson regarding ‘self reliance', we have been working hard to try and support ourselves (not a bad principle!!!) 

However our faith is being tested more by the fact that the house has not sold. ‘Living by faith' is more of a reality now than ever before. 

We would like to ask you to pray regarding supporting our family financially and partnering with us as we minister to marriages and families within Europe. 
Praise Reports: 

· That we can stay connected with people around the world through technology. 
· This has been a real life line for us.Alpha for ESOL was successfully launched in the church (Lainey is now taking a back seat from this to concentrate on 2=1). 

· New contacts in Croatia. 

Prayer Requests: 

· The 2=1 UK conference from the 9th-11th November 

· That God would help us learn the language quickly
· Making good connections 

· That God would raise up people willing to support us financially on a monthly basis 

· That our house in Northern Ireland would sell quickly for a good price (this is essential to bring down our cost of living here in Hungary 

· Protection from lots of little things that seem to go wrong but cause a lot of stress because of not knowing the language or the official systems. 

